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 New RARAWA Committee as at  
19 February 2020   
 

 Approved RARA WA meeting dates will be 
conducted on a 3rd Saturday of the  
following months May. Aug. and Nov at the 
Grosvenor Hotel  
 

 Korean Memorial Day 27th July 2020 - 67th 
anniversary of the Korean War  

 

 Operation TAMAR RWANDA awarded the  
Meritorious Unit Citation (MUC) 
22 February 2020 
 

 ANZAC Day 25th April 2020 
 

 Army awarded Theatre  
Honour East Timor 
 

 Veterans Challenges 
Royal Commission into  
into Veteran Suicides  
 

 Rifle Company Butterworth gains  
momentum  
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THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT ASSN (WA BRANCH) 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT—PETER HEENEY 

Welcome to this our first newsletter for some months.    There are a number of reasons for this but 
suffice to say here we are. 
 

Web Page.   You may have noticed our web page is up and running just click onto FB at  
our website at https://wa.rarnational.org.au. A huge thanks to Irish for getting that up and running and 
is updated on a daily basis so if you have any news items please send to Irish. 
 

Jack Babbage.   Our past Hon Secretary Jack Babbage continues to improve in health after being quite ill 
for the past eighteen months or so.   We all wish him a full and quick recovery. 
 

Korean Ambassador for Peace Medals.    Our association was allocated a number of these medals to 
locate and issued to either the Korean Veteran or his family.   I am pleased to say this project, although a 
work in progress,  has been a huge success.   We not only have presented over 300 medals in the past 
two years but have also taken on the issue of the medals to corps and services other than the RAR.   This 
came about by a successful news editorial I submitted for the Have a Go News.   The RARWA has re-
ceived praise for the work it has done from the Korean War Veterans Association and the Ambassador 
to Korea. 
 

67th Korean War Armistice – 27 July 2020.   I would like to see as many RAR WA members as possible at 
Kings Park for this ceremony.   The Governor of Western Australia, The Honourable Kim Beasley  AC will 
be in attendance as will The Honourable Kerry Sanderson AC CVO The Warden of the State War memori-
al.   Our association organises and conducts this ceremony which is a significant event in the State War 
Memorial calendar. 
 

Committee Members.   Please note the very hard working members of the committee mentioned 
above.    I can assure you we are all here for your benefit and if we can help please don’t hesitate to call 
us.    We need the feedback to helps us grow for the benefit of all RAR members. 
 

As you can see from other articles in this newsletter we meet at the Grosvenor Hotel now they look after 
us very well and is central for everyone and easy to get to with public transport.  
 

ANZAC Day.   I had the pleasure of  marching under our banner with immense pride last year and I look 
forward to doing it again this year.   It would be nice to see members stand along side me but under-
stand we all have our own units to march with.   Last year I was accompanied by five members, some 
from interstate which was a treat. 
 

Meetings.    Please note when the meetings are and place in your diary we would to see you in fellow-
ship and good conversation “In Keeping the Spirit Alive”. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 
Set dates for our quarterly meetings with a new day and time were put forward and it was agreed by 

all present to give this a go in the hope that we will attract more members to our meetings. If you are 

a financial member please come along and enjoy the company.   

 

DTG are as follows: 

Saturday 25th April 2020 Anzac Day March then drinks at the Grosvenor; 

Saturday 23rd May 2020 meeting at 1130h @ Grosvenor Hotel; 

Monday 27th July 2020 Korean Armistice Memorial Service 1000– 1100 @ Kings Park then coffee at 

the café; 

Tuesday 18th August Vietnam Veterans Day Memorial Service 1000– 1100 @ Kings Park then coffee at 

the café; 

Saturday 22nd August 2020 meeting at 1130h @ Grosvenor Hotel (AGM);  

Wednesday 11 November Remembrance Day 2020 1000– 1100 @ Kings Park then coffee at the café; 

Saturday 21st November 2020 meeting at 1130h @ Grosvenor Hotel; and 

Monday 23rd November 2020 Regiment Birthday celebrated on the previous Saturday. 

The RARA-WA Branch constitution requires some amendments i.e. dates for meetings and number 

present at meetings to form a quorum.  

 

ALL FINANCIAL MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO ATTEND    
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In 1994 ethnic tensions in Rwanda erupted into violence as members of Rwanda’s majority Hutu ethnic group began murdering members of the 
country’s other main ethnic group, the Tutsi, throughout the country.  Some half a million people died, including ten UN personnel. Strict rules of 
engagement prevented UN troops from intervening and many members of the peacekeeping force then in the country, UNAMIR (United Nations 
Assistance Mission in Rwanda), were withdrawn.  In response to a UN call to contribute personnel to a reinforced peacekeeping deployment, 
Australia sent two contingents of medical and support units to Rwanda beginning in August 1994.  Australian peacekeepers worked in the capi-
tal, Kigali, and travelled throughout the country, providing medical help to civilians, including those in internment and refugee camps.  Australian 
personnel remained in Rwanda until August 1995.  Members of both contingents were confronted with scenes of violence and brutality the like of 
which few other Australian peacekeepers had experienced.  Many have suffered from PTSD since their return. 

Department  of Veterans Affairs  

25th Anniversary Parade – MUC Presentation 

22nd February 2020– the ex-members of Australian Services Contingent 1 and 2 were awarded the Meritorious Unit Citation. Alpha Company, 2/4 RAR and 
Bravo Company 2 RAR made up the Security Element and force protection (Along with carriers and crew from 3/4 Cav and 5/7 RAR) for the Australian Medical 
Support Force provided to the United Nations Assistance Mission In Rwanda 2 (UNAMIR 2).  
The parade located at the Peacekeeping Memorial was followed by a presentation of the actual MUC badges at the Australian War memorial at a function 
where all Rwanda veterans were regarded as VIPs. 

They have returned from Rwanda long ago, initially awarded the Australian Service Medal (ASM) which was later upgraded to the Australian Active Service 
Medal (AASM). A most deserving upgrade in recognition of this operation and problems faced by the men and women on the ground in some of the most 
difficult circumstances. 

It was great to see old faces from the early to late nineties who had served on this operation catching up with mates they had not seen in years, although 
they may not have seen each other for years they carried on like they had never been apart. There were many still serving and it was great to see. 

2RAR Curator  

For further reading: https://www.bigskypublishing.com.au 
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Army awarded Theatre Honour East Timor 

 
The Australian Army has been presented with the Theatre Honour East Timor 1999-2003 during a parade in 
Canberra, as part of its 119th birthday celebration. 

 

 

The Australian Army Banner on parade at Russell Offices in 
Canberra to celebrate the Australian Army’s 119th birth-
day. ADF photo. 

 

 

 
Presented by Governor-General, General (Retd) David Hurley, the Theatre Honour recognises the perfor-
mance of Army’s personnel and units during warlike service in Timor-Leste. 

Minister for Defence Linda Reynolds said the Theatre Honour formally recognised a proud chapter in Army’s 
long history of service to the nation and support to Australia’s neighbours. 

“The presentation of the Theatre Honour on Army’s 119th birthday is an opportunity to reflect on Army’s 
rich history, and the achievements of the men and women who have served and continue to serve our na-
tion,” Minister Reynolds said. 

“We should all be immensely proud of the key role the Australian Defence Force played in the early days of 
an extraordinary young nation in Timor-Leste.” 

Chief of Army Lieutenant General Rick Burr said the presentation of the Theatre Honour East Timor 1999-
2003 on Army’s birthday was an opportunity to reflect on Army’s proud 119 year history and to remember 
those who have served, and continue to serve. 

“This is a special day, this 119th birthday, as we celebrate the great story of our Army,” Lieutenant General 
Burr said. 

“Today I pass on my sincere thanks to everyone who has worn our uniform, who has served and who has sac-
rificed. 

“I thank those who support us, to do what we do.” 

The Governor-General attached a streamer bearing the Theatre Honour East Timor 1999-2003 to the Army 
Banner during the parade. 

The honour will be embroidered onto the Army Banner and the Colours and Guidons of units that served in 
Timor-Leste during the period. 
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Prime Minister Scott Morrison announces national 
commissioner for defence and veteran suicides 

After years of campaigning by bereaved families, Prime Minister Scott Morrison has  
announced the creation of a permanent national commissioner to investigate suicides among 
Defence Force personnel and veterans. 

Although it is not a royal commission, Mr Morrison said the new role will have similar powers 
and will investigate individual cases alongside state and territory coroners. 

He said the new National Commissioner for Defence and Veteran Suicide Prevention will 
lead an independent and permanent office tasked with looking at ways to curb the suicide 
rate among the Defence Force community. 

"Those veterans and all serving men and women protect our community and our freedoms. It 
is our duty to do the same for them," Mr Morrison said in a statement. 

While a commissioner is yet to be appointed, their first job will be reviewing the more than 
400 known veteran suicide cases dating back to 2001. 

One of those is that of David Finney, a former petty officer in the Royal Australian Navy, who 
took his own life in February last year. 

Mr Finney had been medically discharged, suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder 

(PTSD), in 2017. 

Mr Morrison said the decision to create the position reflected the need to provide ongoing 
support to all veterans. 

"I have spoken to veterans right across Australia and I have met with their families and also 
local, state and national organisations," he said. 

Mr Morrison said that, after their conversation, Ms Finney had visited her son's gravesite. 

"[Ms Finney] told me after I relayed the news to her that she was going to tell her son what 
had happened. It was quite a touching moment," he said. 

"And she will, I'm sure, hold us to account on this, like all of those other parents will and all of 
those other veterans will … and they should." 

Minister for Veterans and Defence Personnel, Darren Chester, said the commissioner would 

deliver a report to Parliament within 12 months. 

If you or anyone needs help: 

 

Lifeline on 13 11 14    Headspace on 1800 650 890 

ReachOut at au.reachout.com   Care Leavers Aus Net on 1800 008 774 

Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800   MensLine Australia on 1300 789 978 

Suicide Call Back Service on 1300 659 467 Beyond Blue on 1300 224 636 

http://www.lifeline.org.au/
https://headspace.org.au/
https://au.reachout.com/
https://au.reachout.com/
https://clan.org.au/about/
http://www.kidshelp.com.au/
http://www.mensline.org.au/Home.html
http://www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
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A N Z A C  D A Y  2 0 2 0  
T H E  O D E  &   

L E S T  W E  F O R G E T  

The manuscript of the ode is a mere four lines, written in Binyon’s hand, on a single     
octavo page of ruled notepaper. The header contains a YMCA symbol and the imprimatur 
of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF). Small letters at the foot instruct:  
 
“To economise paper, please write on the other side, if required”. 
 
Binyon did not date the manuscript, but he likely penned it before the war ended in 1918. 
The BEF notepaper adds a particular poignancy, as the poem was written to honour 
British soldiers who died on the Western Front - many of whom Binyon, as a volunteer 
medic, would have served alongside. 

They shall grow not old as 

we that left grow old . Age 

shall weary them nor the 

years condemn. At the going 

down of the sun and in the 

morning , 

We will remember them. 

Lawrence Binyon 

 

“Lest we forget.” 

Rudyard Kipling 

The line Lest we forget, taken from Kipling's poem "Recessional" (which incidentally 
has nothing to do with remembering the fallen in war), is often added as if were 
part of the ode and repeated in response by those listening, especially in Australia.  
 
Several Boer War memorials are inscribed with the phrase showing its use pre 
WWI. In the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and Singapore, the final line 
of the ode,  "We will remember them", is repeated in response.  
 
In Canada, the second stanza of the extract has become known as the                           
‘Act of Remembrance’, and the final line is also repeated. 

Since the Boer War in 1899, over one million Australians have served in ten wars. Since 1947, more than 30,000 have served 
in over 50 peacekeeping operations. During these engagements, more than 101,000 Australian lives have been lost.  
 
Alongside this loss we also give thought to over 900,000 men and women who have returned from service. They walk 
amongst us in our everyday lives, often carrying a heavy burden from their experiences as they transition into civilian life.  

Attending the ANZAC Day March and ceremonies  we take but a moment in our lives for quiet reflection—these actions and 
many others help us to keep the memory of Anzac alive for generations to come. 

Please join with us the Royal Australian Regiment Association of Western Australia as we march through the Perth CBD and 
remember, reflect and respect our past and future brothers and sisters in arms.  

A separate instruction with a sequence of events for that day will be produced closer to the day. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudyard_Kipling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recessional_(poem)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Act_of_Remembrance
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The Australian – Malaya vets campaign on  
‘war service’ 

The 9,000 men of Rifle Company Butterworth (RCB) are fighting to have their deployment and its 
risks recognised as warlike service. Butterworth was the only airbase outside Australia where the 
RAAF maintained a permanent offensive presence. During the 1960s, it served as a deterrent 
and a backstop to the Malaysian government. For this reason, Mr Ray Fulcher, an outspoken  
advocate thinks the 9000-odd servicemen who rotated through Butterworth from 1970-89  
deserve recognition.  
 
Even now, Australian troops still rotate regularly through RCB. During the takeover by the Islamic 
State of Marawi in the southern Philippines, the RAAF used Butterworth to send PC-3 Orion spy 
planes to survey the group. In 2018, the government announced it would upgrade Butterworth to 
accommodate the new fleet of F-35 fighter planes. 
 
RCBRG Comment 
 
We highlighted the two dominant issues that we were contesting: 
 
Firstly, that the decision that RCB service was peacetime service similar to garrison duty in  
Australia and that the criteria for warlike service was met namely:  
 
a specific military objective;  
a specific area of operations;  
an enemy threat existed;  
there was an expectation of casualties;  
live ammunition was carried; and  
that there were lethal rules of engagement. 
 
Secondly, that the Government’s due process in handling our grievance was not applied in a fair 
manner. 14 years of effort by the RCB Group to exercise its right to the truth and its right to  
challenge the decision have been met with a Government process that is blatantly unfair. 
 
Some articles on this issue, fail to consider the strategic context of security threats from the  
communist expansion (The Domino Theory) in South East Asia (SEA). And that our strategic  
Alliance under the Five Power Defence Arrangement with the vital role that the RAAF, deployed 
at Air Base Butterworth (ABB), had in providing a deterrent to further Communist aggression in 
SEA beyond the 1960s. Our Alliance continued through the Malaysian Emergency War 1968-
1989 and still exists today. 

It does not report that the genesis of the RCB deployment was the outbreak of Malaysia’s  
Insurgency War in 1968 against a resurgent communist terrorists. The Australian  
Government’s decision i.e. Defence Committee Minute (Secret) 2/73 to protect the RAAF Assets 
at ABB against the threat. In that Minute it records: “This (deployment) could be presented  
publicly as being for training purposes”. Herewith is the deception of the true RCB’s warlike  
service that meets the criteria. The article does not report our request for an independent review 
of the government’s judicial enquiry. 
 
However a positive note is that it does expose the matter to the Australian people. Our challenge 
is to build on that entry with our own troops and supporters in a direct action campaign in the 
field. 
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We were saddened by the passing of Al.  His Army service spanned 17 years from 1968 to 1985 

with 8 RAR in Vietnam 1970, 6 RAR and 8/9 RAR in Australia and at the Army Apprentice 

School. At 8/9 RAR he was an original member piper of its Pipes and Drums.  

 

Al is remembered by many who served with him as a loveable larrikin and a great asset to the 

Pipes and Drums. He was the epitome of the Aussie digger both in service and after service in 

caring for his mates especially for their well-being and protection of their service recognition 

(RCB) and entitlements. 

 

Rest in Peace mate.   

VALE  ALAN NORCOTT  



11  



12  



13  


